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NATURAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
APPROACH

4

• Cost effective

• Long-term
• Benefits to wildlife & society





• History of the program / Projects in progress

• 2 rounds of Ohio River Basin H2Ohio Wetland Grant 

Program

• Northwest Ohio is in a noncompetitive program

• accepting grant proposals year round 

• Majority of Ohio will be in competitive format with grant 

release in July 

• Grey dots are H2Ohio Water Quality Incentive Program:

Incentive to transform unproductive land into habitat that 

protects and improves WQ

• Jointly with USDA Farm Bill Lake Erie CREP

• Forested riparian buffers and wetlands

ODNR’s H2Ohio Program is Statewide



Funding Overview

✓ Reimbursement program – up-to-100% project funding

✓ Matching dollars not required

✓ Min. $50,000 - No cost cap on projects 

✓ Can cover indirect costs

H2Ohio funding is available to:  

• cities, villages, counties, townships

• special districts such as park districts, joint recreation 

boards, or conservancy districts

• jointly sponsored projects between political 

subdivisions and Non-profit Organizations 

The H2Ohio  Wetland Grant Program



FAQ
Can the project include other restoration types (forest,

prairie, etc.)?

Yes, project proposals submitted to the H2Ohio program

can include additional restoration types if they are

connected to a WQ restoration project such as a

wetland, floodplain, or stream restoration.

Is there a project size minimum?

No, there is no project acreage minimum for the H2Ohio

Wetland Grant Program. Our projects typically range

from a couple acres to hundreds of acres of wetland and

associated habitat restoration.

How long can a project take?

All H2Ohio projects must be completed within 2 years of

signing a grant award agreement.

The H2Ohio  Wetland Grant Program



• Wetland creation

• Hydrologic restoration of wetlands on 

hydric soils

• Hydrologic enhancement of existing 

wetlands and floodplains

• Stream and floodplain restoration

• Storm flow storage, erosion reduction

• Restoration of forested riparian buffers

• Acid mine drainage (AMD) abatement

• Project focus on nutrient reduction and 

water quality improvements
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The H2Ohio  Wetland Grant Program:
Eligible Projects



The H2Ohio  Wetland Grant Program:
Ineligible Projects

• Projects that primarily treat invasive species

• Maintenance costs for existing high-quality 

wetlands

• Research and/or technology development 

projects

• Projects with useful life less than 15 years

• Projects that are used to meet regulatory 

requirements



• Thursday, June 29th, 2023: 

Central Ohio H2Ohio Wetland Grant Workshop

• Early July 2023: Grant released

• July 18th, 2023: Virtual Workshop

• Mid-August Applications due

• October 2023: Award notices

The H2Ohio  Wetland Grant Program:
Important Dates





ORB H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program
• 2021 – 4 projects awarded (~$1.5mil)

• Mill Creek Alliance

• Five Rivers Metro Park

• Three Valley Conservation Trust

• Gorman Heritage Farm

• 2022 – 2 projects awarded (~$800k)

• Metro Parks of Butler Co

• Centerville-Washington Park District

ODNR’s H2Ohio Program in SW Ohio



• Project partner: Three Valley Conservation Trust

• Budget: $465,785 (`21 ORB Grant)

• Whitewater River watershed

The project will reestablish hydrologic connection 

to a protected wetland and restore an eroding 

reach of Indian Creek.

BUTLER COUNTY

Indian Creek – Hoffman 
Wetland & Stream Restoration
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• Project partner: MetroParks of Butler County

• Budget: $488,938 (`22 ORB Grant)

• Supplemental funds: MetroParks levy funds

• Whitewater River watershed

The project will restore degraded streambanks, 

improve in-stream habitat, reverse the effects of 

systemic erosion, reduce sedimentation, and 

enhance nutrient attenuation.

BUTLER COUNTY

Dry Fork Streambank Stabilization
Governor Bebb MetroPark



EFLMR watershed a priority for the 

Division of PWC ($1.14mil)

• Clermont SWCD – ($290k)

• Wetland feasibility study – ($50k)

• Tech Deployment – ($800k)

ODNR’s H2Ohio Program in SW Ohio
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• Divisions of Parks & Watercraft and 

Engineering

• Budget: $50,000 

• East Fork Little Miami River watershed

Investigate feasibility of using existing wildlife 

area fields as wetlands for nutrient removal and 

to determine estimated costs and potential 

nutrient removal benefits associated with 

potential wetland alternatives

CLERMONT COUNTY

Harsha Lake: Wetland Treatment Train 
Feasibility Study



The H2Ohio  Wetland Grant Program:
Application Preparation



SUPPORTING PROJECT SUMMARY DOCUMENTS

• Project Map with work areas outlined

• Include Map Legend

• Stream Stats Map – drainage area  streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/

• USDA Web Soils map – hydric soils websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/

• Nutrient calculations – Showing amount of Phosphorous/Nitrogen removed

RESOURCES FOR H2OHIO PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

https://streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/
https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/












Double Click on Picture to Open Report











WEB SOIL SURVEY

Double Click image to open report
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Submit conceptual design or project ideas:

• State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

• Ohio Department of Natural Resources Environmental Review (ER)

• US Fish & Wildlife Service – Ohio Ecological Services Field Office

The H2Ohio  Wetland Grant Program:
Coordination with State & Federal Agencies

Quick phone calls/emails to get more information on regulatory process for projects

• Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – Permits Programs

• US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) – 3 regulatory districts in Ohio (4 military districts)



COORDINATION WITH SHPO



COORDINATION WITH SHPO



• GOOD COVER LETTER
• identification of agency, contact person, return mailing address, telephone and email, 

and funding source and grant number

• LOCATION MAP
• Site clearly marked. Map(s) show location within the county, within the city, and nearest 

crossroad or intersection

• PHOTOGRAPHS
• View of buildings, structures, landscape, topography, floodplain & riparian features

• SCOPE OF WORK
• A detailed list of the work you plan to do and how you will do it

• PROJECT SUMMARY FORM

• QUESTIONS? CONTACT Section106@ohiohistory.org

COORDINATION WITH SHPO – SIMPLY STATED

mailto:Section106@ohiohistory.org
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H2.ohio.gov/Natural-Resources

Facebook.com/H2Ohio.Initiative

Twitter: @H2ohio

rachel.denoewer@dnr.ohio.gov

Let’s stay in touch.
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